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 596 THE MUSICAL TIMES.-SEPTEMBER I, 1912.

 Knight of St. Gregory, I need not point out to him that the

 Church of Rome does not allow her sons to become members

 of Masonic Societies, and it is therefore highly improbable

 that the composer ever embraced Roman Catholicism. I

 well remember that when the fund and concert were organized

 for his aged widow in 1895, Cardinal Vaughan at first refused

 his patronage on the ground that Wallace was a Protestant.

 When it was explained to him, however, that Mrs. Wallace

 was a Catholic, he immediately allowed his name to be

 added to the list of patrons. Vincent Wallace was buried in

 Kensal Green Cemetery on October 25, 1865, with

 Protestant rites, and this could not have occurred had he

 died in the Roman Catholic faith.

 Again, Dr. Flood tells us that the composer separated from

 his wife (nde Kelly) in Sydney in 1835,' whom he never

 saw again.' He then goes on to say that he was 'lovingly

 attended by his wife' on his death-bed in 1865. This is

 absolutely incorrect, for in this year Mrs. Wallace was bed-

 ridden in Dublin and bereft of her reason. I am afraid the

 late Sir Robert Stewart is responsible for all these absurd

 stories about Wallace, and Sir George Grove was fully alive

 to this fact when he admitted to a friend of mine, in 1895,

 that 'Sir Robert had drawn on his imagination.' Sir George

 Grove promised to make the necessary corrections in the

 Dictionary, however, and this has been faithfully done by

 Mr. Fuller Maitland, the present editor.

 In 1850 the New York Herald gave currency to a report

 that Wallace had married Miss H6l~ne Stoepel, the pianist,

 but his son often assured me that no such marriage had ever

 taken place either in America or elsewhere. Miss Stoepel

 was a talented pianist, but she was also possessed of common-

 sense, and as she was well aware that Mrs. Wallace was

 alive in Dublin, it is highly improbable that she would

 consent to enter into a bigamous contract with the composer.

 It was a liaison simply, and two sons were the issue of that

 unfortunate attachment. They both committed suicide in

 America, and Miss Stoepel died in New York, in 1885, aged

 fifty-eight. After the death of the composer, a concert was

 organized in London 'for the benefit of Mrs. Wallace and

 her family.' It was a failure, however, as the following

 extract from the Illustrated London News, January 13, 1866,

 clearly proves :

 'The Committee of Musicians and persons ccnnected with

 the musical profession for the purpose of raising a " memorial

 fund " for the benefit of the widow and children of the late

 Vincent Wallace gave a concert (announced as the first of a

 series) for this purpose at the Hanover Square Rooms, on

 Thursday last. But it proved a failure, in so far as regards

 its object, for there were not as many persons present as could

 defray the advertising, lights, attendance, and other necessary

 expenses ; the use of the Rooms and the services of the

 performers having been given gratuitously.'

 The concert was never repeated, for awkward questions

 were being asked in the Press, and the lady on whose behalf

 the benefit performance was organized returned to New York

 to earn her livelihood by teaching. The composer had one

 legitimate child only-William Vincent Wallace ; he died in

 the Charterhouse on December 13, 1909.

 Vincent Wallace was a gifted composer and musician;

 when one has said this, very little remains to be added with

 benefit to the public. His poor wife died in Dublin in 1900oo,

 after a long and painful illness-R.I.P. Believe me,

 Yours very truly,

 July 20, 1912. SUSANNE COLE, A.R.A.M.

 [Before being printed the above letter was submitted to

 Dr. Flood, whose reply is as follows ; and this letter in turn

 was submitted to Miss Cole, whose final reply is also given.]

 TO THE EDITOR OF 'THE MUSICAL TIMES.'

 DEAR SIR,-Miss Cole implies that Wallace was not a

 convert to the Catholic Church in 1830, on the ground

 that he was admitted to a Masonic Lodge in New York in

 I842, and she adds that 'the Church of Rome does not

 allow her sons to become members of Masonic Societies.'

 Let me briefly say that Wallace undoubtedly became a

 Catholic in Thurles, and there it was he assumed his new name

 of 'Vincent.' But he also reverted in 1842. However,

 Miss Cole is much mistaken in thinking that Catholics in

 1830 could not become Freemasons.

 As to my statement that Wallace was attended on his

 death-bed by his wife, I made it relying on the published

 obituary notice in the Revue et Gazette hfusicale de Paris

 for October 27, 1865. I now admit that Miss Stoepel was

 the lady who was with the dying composer, but the New

 York Herald distinctly announced the 'marriage' of

 Wallace to this lady in October, 185o, an announcement

 which was copied into the Mfusical World for November 9,

 I85o. Furthermore, in the announcement of the benefit

 concert in January, I866, quoted by Miss Cole in her

 letter, the concert was stated to be 'for the benefit of

 the widow and children of the late Vincent Wallace.' In

 charity, I therefore assumed that Miss Stoepel was Mrs.

 Wallace No. 2, but this would make the composer out a

 bigamist if he had really married her, which was not the

 case.

 Miss Cole is mistaken in her statement that at the time of

 Wallace's death his wife was 'bedridden in Dublin and

 bereft of her reason.' A friend who knew Mrs. Wallace

 well tells me that he received music-lessons from Mrs. Wallace

 in Dublin in 1865 and 1866. She died in Dublin on

 July 25, 1900.

 Let me take this opportunity of announcing that an

 influential committee, including the Bishop of Waterford

 and Lismore, Lord Roberts, Count de la Poer, the Mayor

 and High Sheriff of Waterford, Mr. Percy Fitzgerald,

 Mr. Edmund Downey, Mr. Joseph O'Mara, and others, has

 been formed to hold a Vincent Wallace Centenary

 Celebration in Waterford next November.

 Yours faithfully,

 W. H. GRATTAN FLOOD.

 TO THE EDITOR OF 'THE MUSICAL TIMES.I

 DEAR SIR,-I am obliged by your communication of the

 3rd inst., and thank you for giving me an opportunity of read-

 ing Dr. Flood's letter. I merely wish to say that all my

 information is derived from the son of the composer, and as

 he administered his father's estate in 1865, I presume he

 knew the correct state of affairs better than any one else.

 I am not concerned with the religious views of the composer,

 and the point I wish more particularly to emphasise is that

 Miss Stoepel was never his wife. It is quite correct to say

 that the concert given in 1866 was advertised (erroneously)

 as 'for the benefit of Mrs. Wallace and her children.' It

 appeared in The Times in January of that year, and the

 announcement of my own annual concert appeared in the

 same paper a few days after. Artists were asked to volunteer

 for a second 'Wallace' Concert to be given in the following

 February, but it never took place, for the reasons stated in

 my first letter. Mr. Vincent Wallace informed me that

 his mother was seriously ill in Dublin at the time of his

 father's death, but Dr. Flood could not have been in close

 touch with this lady, or he would have known that she was

 not at the composer's death-bed in 1865. He now admits

 his error, and my point is gained. I have no desire to

 prolong this correspondence, and thank you for allowing me

 to state my views in your paper.-Believe me, yours very

 truly,

 August 12, 1912. SUSANNE COLE, A.R.A.M.

 ST. GEORGE'S HALL, LIVERPOOL:

 FIRST LADY PERFORMER.

 TO THE EDITOR OF 'THE MUSICAL TIMES.

 SIR,-In your issue for August, under the heading of

 'Church and Organ Music,' you mentioned a recital, given

 on Willis's magnificent organ in St. George's Hall, Liverpool,

 by Miss Lilian Frost, and you state that she is the only lady

 who has played on this organ. Will you permit me to

 contradict this statement by saying that I was present, on

 Saturday, June 8, 1895, at two organ recitals given in this

 hall by Miss Emily Edroff, and that I have copies of her

 programmes before me as I write.-I am, Sir,

 Yours faithfully,

 'Lismore,' Hampton Hill, HENRY T. SILBERTHORPE.

 Middlesex,

 August 14, 1912.
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